FAMIL Y SITUATION-before the accident 59 per cent were married and 34 per cent single, and most of the latter were aged between 16 and 30 years. In normal circumstances, people in these age groups would be more likely to change their status; but only three of our patients eventually married, which makes us believe that disablement had an influence. Divorce after disablement occurred in only two patients, which is not significant.
HOUSING CONDITIONS-40 per cent had no inside bathroom, 36 per cent had no piped water, 6 per cent no electricity. Forty-five per cent of their houses had stairs leading to the outside and in only 20 per cent have ramps been built. Only 30 per cent had adaptations to their home.
FINANCIAL POSITION-70 per cent lived exclusively on a pension or indemnity; and 9 per cent did not receive any kind of compensation. Eighty per cent of patients' earnings were below the 1980 Portuguese Minimum National Wage (about £70).
RE-EMPLOYMENT-only 18 of the men have an active professional life, six with the same job as before. The others changed to a different type of occu pation compatible with their degree of disability, as most of them require to move by wheelchair. We strongly feel that age and the level of injury influenced the opportunities of re-employment, since most were aged between 16 and 30 years at the time of their accident, and most had low thoracic or lumbo-sacral lesions (15 cases). About 39 per cent of these patients earned more than the Minimum National Wage.
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